Grade 3 Math - Chapter 6 — Patterns & Equations Section 6.2
Two-Siep vord Problems

A two-step problem needs two operations: do one, write the result, then do the next. The hardest part is
figuring out which two operations.

BB Key Concepts

1. A two-step problem requires you to do two calculations to find the final answer.

2. Decide what Step 1 is by asking: “What can I figure out from the numbers the problem gives
me?”

3. Use the answer to Step 1 as a starting point for Step 2.

4. Write down each step’s result before moving on. Don’t try to keep both numbers in your head.

. J

Worked Examples

@ Sam has 3 bags of 6 apples. He eats 4. How many are left?

[ Step 1: fotal apples to start. Equal groups: 3 x 6 = 18. Step 2: subtract the eaten ones. 18 —4 = 14.
Sam has 14 apples left.

Answer: 14 apples

@ Lily had 25 stickers. She got 15 more, then gave 8 away. How many now?

o Step 1: add what she got. 25+ 15 = 40. Step 2: subtract what she gave away. 40 — 8 = 32. Lily has
32 stickers now.

Answer: 32 stickers

@ There are 4 rows of 7 chairs. 5 more chairs are added. How many in all?

[ Step 1: chairs in the rows. Array: 4 x 7 = 28. Step 2: add the new chairs. 28 + 5 = 33. There are
33 chairs in all.

Answer: 33 chairs

% Practice Problems

Find each answer in two steps.

1. 5 packs of 8, eat 7: left? 7. 6 x 7 then subtract 20: 7
2.45+30-18=7 8.50 +27-38=7

3. 3 rows of 9, add 6: total? 9. 8 x 4 then add 13: 7

4. 100 - 35 + 12 =7 10. 72-19 + 25 =7

5. 4 bags of 5 plus 15 more: ? 11. 7 groups of 3 minus 5: 7
6.60-24+9=7 12. 36 + 48 -29 =7
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Grade 3 Math - Chapter 6 — Patterns & Equations Section 6.2

Study Tips

=" Always write Step 1’s answer down before starting Step 2. Re-using numbers from memory is
where two-step problems go wrong.

=5 If the problem mentions “each” or “rows,” that step is usually multiplication. “Add,” “more,”
“gave away,” “ate,” or “sold” point to addition or subtraction.

=5 At the end, re-read the question. Make sure your final answer is what it’s actually asking for.

f_( #1 Word Problems 1 N

J

1. A class has 30 students. 8 went on a field trip and the rest split into 2 equal teams for a game.
How many students are on each team?

Answer:

2. Emma bought 4 packs of markers with 6 markers each. She already had 7 markers at home. How
many markers does she have now?

Answer:
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Answer Key — with Friendly Explanations |

Practice Problems

1. Step 1: 5 x 8 = 40. Step 2: 40 — 7 = 33.

Answer: 33

2. 454 30 = 75, then 75 — 18 = 57.

Answer: 57
3. Step 1: 3 x 9 =27. Step 2: 27+ 6 = 33.

Answer: 33
4. 100 — 35 = 65, then 65 + 12 = 77.

Answer: 77
5. Step 1: 4 x 5 =20. Step 2: 20 + 15 = 35.

Answer: 35
6. 60 — 24 = 36, then 36 +9 = 45.

Answer: 45
7. Step 1: 6 x 7 =42. Step 2: 42 — 20 = 22.

Answer: 22
8. 50+ 27 = 77, then 77 — 38 = 39.

Answer: 39
9. Step 1: 8 x 4 = 32. Step 2: 32 + 13 = 45.

Answer: 45
10. 72 — 19 = 53, then 53 + 25 = 78.

Answer: 78
11. Step 1: 7x 3 =21. Step 2: 21 — 5 = 16.

Answer: 16

12. 36 + 48 = 84, then 84 — 29 = 55.
Answer: 55

Word Problems

1. 30 — 8 = 22, then 22 + 2 = 11 per team.
Answer: 11 students

2. 4 x6=24 then 24 + 7 = 31
Answer: 31 markers
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Want a Complete Grade 3 Math Program?
Check Out Our Colorado CMAS Grade 3 Math Bundle!
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Colorado CMAS Grade 3 Math
=RADES Bundle
MATH .
Colorado CMAS Practice tests, complete answer keys, and Tests +
PRACTICE o
NswiR KEYL step-by-step explanations Answer Keys
Bundle Everything a third grader needs to feel ready! One Bundle
Find it online:
https://www.effortlessmath.com/product/colorado-cmas-grade-3-math-made-ridiculously-gimple/
\ J

Important: This bundle combines the practice and the explanations into one easy-to-print
package designed for Grade 3 students. Made for parents, teachers, and tutors who
want everything in one place.
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Start with a full-length
practice test! Learn from every mistake! Master one skill at a time!

v' Targets one Grade 3 math

Complete CMAS-style prac- v' Every question worked out, skill per page

tice tests not just an answer v Covers place value, multi-

Mirrors the real exam format v Friendly, third-grade-ready plication, fractions, measure-

and difficulty explanations ment, geometry

Builds test-taking confidence v Catches and explains com- v Includes a Quick Review +

Aligned with state Grade 3 mon misconceptions Practice + Word Problems

math standards V' Parents can help even with- v Built-in friendly Answer Key
out a math background for self-checking




