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Estimating Sums and DifferencesEstimating Sums and Differences

Estimation means rounding first, then doing the math. The answer is close to the real one, but quick to
find — great for double-checking your work or for “about how many?” questions.

How to Estimate

1. Round each number to the same place (usually the nearest ten or hundred).

2. Add or subtract the rounded numbers.

3. The result is an estimate — close to the exact answer, but not exact.

_ Key Concepts

1. Estimating gives a number close to the exact answer. It is fast, and it is perfect for sanity-
checking your work.

2. Always round each number to the same place before adding or subtracting. Mixing rounded and
exact numbers leads to messy answers.

3. The bigger the place you round to, the rougher the estimate. Rounding to the hundreds is faster
than rounding to the tens, but less precise.

4. Estimates use “≈” (read as “about” or “approximately equal to”) instead of “=”.

Worked Examples

➀ Estimate 472 + 315 by rounding to the nearest hundred.

¬ First round each number to the nearest hundred. 472 rounds to 500 (the tens digit, 7, is at least 5).
315 rounds to 300 (the tens digit, 1, is less than 5). Now add the rounded numbers: 500 + 300 = 800.
So 472 + 315 ≈ 800. (The exact answer is 787 — our estimate is very close.)

� Answer: ≈ 800

➁ Estimate 863− 478 by rounding to the nearest hundred.

¬ Round each number. 863 rounds to 900 (tens digit 6 ≥ 5, so round up). 478 rounds to 500 (tens
digit 7 ≥ 5, round up). Now subtract: 900−500 = 400. So 863−478 ≈ 400. (Exact: 385 — the estimate
is in the right ballpark.)

� Answer: ≈ 400

➂ Estimate 47 + 68 by rounding to the nearest ten.

¬ For smaller numbers, the nearest ten gives a better estimate than the nearest hundred. 47 rounds
to 50 (ones digit 7 ≥ 5). 68 rounds to 70 (ones digit 8 ≥ 5). Add: 50 + 70 = 120. So 47 + 68 ≈ 120.
(Exact: 115.)

� Answer: ≈ 120

✎ Practice Problems

Estimate each by rounding to the nearest hundred unless told otherwise.
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1. Estimate 348 + 221

2. Estimate 587 + 314

3. Estimate 726− 289

4. Estimate 451 + 368

5. Estimate 815− 492

6. Estimate 639 + 274

7. Estimate 903− 558

8. Estimate 167 + 482

9. Estimate 745− 312

10. Estimate 294 + 538

11. Estimate 612− 187

12. Estimate 436 + 389

Study Tips

☞ Think of estimation as a “quick check.” Do it before solving exactly so you know roughly what
the answer should be.

☞ For numbers under 100, round to the nearest ten. For numbers in the hundreds, round to the
nearest hundred. That keeps the estimate close to the real answer.

☞ If your exact answer is very different from your estimate, look back — one of them probably
has a mistake.

✍ Word Problems

1. A bakery made 482 cookies on Monday and 319 cookies on Tuesday. About how many cookies
were made in all? Estimate by rounding to the nearest hundred.

Answer:

2. A store has 736 apples and sells 289. About how many apples are left? Estimate by rounding to
the nearest hundred.

Answer:
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Answer Key — with Friendly Explanations

Practice Problems

1. 348 → 300 and 221 → 200. Add: 300 + 200.
� Answer: ≈ 500

2. 587 → 600 and 314 → 300. Add: 600 + 300.
� Answer: ≈ 900

3. 726 → 700 and 289 → 300. Subtract: 700− 300.
� Answer: ≈ 400

4. 451 → 500 and 368 → 400. Add: 500 + 400.
� Answer: ≈ 900

5. 815 → 800 and 492 → 500. Subtract: 800− 500.
� Answer: ≈ 300

6. 639 → 600 and 274 → 300. Add: 600 + 300.
� Answer: ≈ 900

7. 903 → 900 and 558 → 600. Subtract: 900− 600.
� Answer: ≈ 300

8. 167 → 200 and 482 → 500. Add: 200 + 500.
� Answer: ≈ 700

9. 745 → 700 and 312 → 300. Subtract: 700− 300.
� Answer: ≈ 400

10. 294 → 300 and 538 → 500. Add: 300 + 500.
� Answer: ≈ 800

11. 612 → 600 and 187 → 200. Subtract: 600− 200.
� Answer: ≈ 400

12. 436 → 400 and 389 → 400. Add: 400 + 400.
� Answer: ≈ 800

Word Problems

1. 482 → 500, 319 → 300. Sum = 800. About 800 cookies.
� Answer: ≈ 800 cookies

2. 736 → 700, 289 → 300. Difference = 400. About 400 apples.

� Answer: ≈ 400 apples
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Want a Complete Grade 3 Math Program?
Check Out Our Massachusetts MCAS Grade 3 Math Bundle!
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Bundle

Massachusetts MCAS Grade 3
Math Bundle

Practice tests, complete answer keys, and
step-by-step explanations

Everything a third grader needs to feel ready!

Find it online:

https://www.effortlessmath.com/product/massachusetts-mcas-grade-3-math-made-ridiculously-simple/

Tests +
Answer Keys
One Bundle

Important: This bundle combines the practice and the explanations into one easy-to-print
package designed for Grade 3 students. Made for parents, teachers, and tutors who
want everything in one place.

Full Practice Tests

✓ Complete MCAS-style prac-
tice tests

✓ Mirrors the real exam format
and difficulty

✓ Builds test-taking confidence
✓ Aligned with state Grade 3

math standards

Start with a full-length
practice test!

Step-by-Step Answer
Keys

✓ Every question worked out,
not just an answer

✓ Friendly, third-grade-ready
explanations

✓ Catches and explains com-
mon misconceptions

✓ Parents can help even with-
out a math background

Learn from every mistake!

Single-Skill Worksheets

✓ Targets one Grade 3 math
skill per page

✓ Covers place value, multi-
plication, fractions, measure-
ment, geometry

✓ Includes a Quick Review +
Practice + Word Problems

✓ Built-in friendly Answer Key
for self-checking

Master one skill at a time!


