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Shades of Meaning
Name: ______________________ Date: ______________ Score: _____ / 10

Quick Review

Some words have similar meanings, but one is STRONGER than the others. Happy → glad →
thrilled all describe positive feelings, but they are not exactly the same. The strongest word
fits the strongest feeling.

PRACTICE

Pick the word with the BEST shade of meaning.

1.   Which word shows the STRONGEST happiness?

A.  okay

B.  glad

C.  happy

D.  overjoyed

2.   Which word shows the WEAKEST anger?

A.  furious

B.  annoyed

C.  enraged

D.  livid

3.   Which word fits BEST? After running ten miles, I was _______.

A.  a little sleepy

B.  exhausted

C.  kind of tired

D.  rested

4.   Which word fits BEST? When I lost my pencil, I was _______.

A.  furious

B.  annoyed

C.  devastated

D.  heartbroken
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5.   Order these from WEAKEST to STRONGEST: chilly, freezing, cool, cold.

A.  cool, chilly, cold, freezing

B.  freezing, cold, chilly, cool

C.  cold, cool, freezing, chilly

D.  chilly, freezing, cool, cold

6.   Which word shows the STRONGEST surprise?

A.  interested

B.  surprised

C.  amazed

D.  shocked

7.   Which word BEST replaces said for someone whispering?

A.  yelled

B.  shouted

C.  murmured

D.  screamed

8.   Which word BEST replaces said for someone who is angry?

A.  whispered

B.  snapped

C.  mumbled

D.  asked

9.   Pick the BEST word: The kitten was so small that we _______ over its tiny paws. (gasped / glanced /
glared / giggled)

    Answer: __________________________________________

10.   Pick a feeling. Write THREE words for it from weakest to strongest. Example: happy → cheerful →
overjoyed.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________
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Answer Keys

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D

6 A B C D

7 A B C D

8 A B C D

9 See below

10 See below

Explanations

1. D Overjoyed > happy > glad > okay. The strongest word wins.

2. B Annoyed is mild. Furious, enraged, and livid are very strong.

3. B Ten miles → exhausted is the strongest fit. The others are too mild or opposite.

4. B Losing a pencil is a small problem → mild annoyance. The others are too strong.

5. A Cool → chilly → cold → freezing. The others scramble the order.

6. D Shocked > amazed > surprised > interested.

7. C Murmured = quiet speech. The others are loud.

8. B Snapped = sharp, angry speech. The others fit other moods.

9. Answer: gasped or giggled (either fits)
Gasped = strong surprise; giggled = light laughter. Both fit something cute and small.
Glanced/glared do not fit the meaning.

10. Answer: Examples: tired → exhausted → wiped out. OR cold → freezing → arctic.
Any three words on the same feeling in increasing intensity.
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Want Even More Practice? Check Out Our Other Wisconsin Forward ELA
Test Books!

Wisconsin Forward Grade 3 ELA
Preparation Bundle

26 full-length practice tests across four books (5 + 6 + 7
+ 8)

No repeated questions — maximum practice value!

▼   DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY  
▼

SCAN ME

Point your phone camera at the code  ·  instant access to all four books

26 Tests!
4 Books

One Bundle

Important: All our test books contain unique, completely different tests from each other! Each book offers
fresh practice questions — no repeats!

5 Practice Tests

✓   5 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Perfect foundation for
Forward ELA prep

✓   Builds confidence
and test-taking skills

✓   High-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Start your practice
journey!

6 Practice Tests

✓   6 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Unique tests —
different from the 5 tests
book

✓   Perfect for more
practice after mastering 5
tests

✓   Same high-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Take your practice to
the next level!

7 Practice Tests

✓   7 complete practice
tests for deeper
preparation

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5 and 6
tests books

✓   Builds stamina with
full-length practice

✓   Aligned to Grade 3
Forward ELA standards

Maximum preparation
power!

8 Practice Tests

✓   8 complete practice
tests — our largest book

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5, 6 and 7
books

✓   Great for final review
before test day

✓   Builds true test
stamina and confidence

Be fully prepared!

Get the bundle at EffortlessMath.com   —   scan the QR code above to open the product page.
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