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Reading Fluency: Rate and Expression
Name: ______________________ Date: ______________ Score: _____ / 10

Quick Review

When you read aloud, try to read at a smooth pace (not too fast, not too slow) and use
EXPRESSION — your voice goes up at a question, gets excited at an exclamation, and pauses
at commas and periods.

PRACTICE

Read each sentence aloud (or in your head) and choose the BEST answer.

1.   How should your voice sound at the end of this sentence?
What time is the show?

A.  go up at the end like a question

B.  go down at the end like a statement

C.  stay flat with no change

D.  get louder and louder

2.   How should you read this sentence aloud?
Watch out for the puddle!

A.  calm and slow

B.  loud, fast, and full of warning

C.  in a whisper

D.  as a slow question

3.   Read: “I am so tired,” said Mara. How might you read Mara's words?

A.  loud and quick

B.  soft and slow, like someone who is tired

C.  happy and giggly

D.  as if she is yelling

4.   What should a reader do when they see a comma in a sentence?

A.  pause briefly

B.  stop and start over

C.  say the word 'comma' out loud

D.  skip the next word

https://EffortlessMath.com
https://EffortlessMath.com
https://www.effortlessmath.com/ela3/


Practice Progress Succeed | Michigan M-STEP Grade 3 English [RF.3.4b]

EffortlessMath.com

EffortlessMath.com 2
Scan Me

5.   If you read too FAST aloud —

A.  listeners may miss what you are saying.

B.  you sound smarter to listeners.

C.  you always sound like a question.

D.  you become a better reader instantly.

6.   If you read too SLOWLY aloud —

A.  it can be hard for listeners to follow the meaning.

B.  you will always finish first.

C.  the words become a different language.

D.  it shows you are reading carefully and well.

7.   Which mark tells a reader to use an EXCITED voice?

A.  a comma

B.  a period

C.  an exclamation mark

D.  a quotation mark

8.   What is a GOOD reading rate?

A.  as fast as you can possibly read

B.  smooth and natural, like speaking

C.  slow enough to read every letter aloud

D.  exactly the same speed as your friend

9.   When a character is whispering in a story, you should read their lines —

A.  very loudly

B.  softly and a little slower

C.  in a question voice

D.  very fast and jumpy

10.   Pick ONE sentence from any story or book and tell HOW you would read it. Use one of these words:
excited, soft, calm, scared, surprised.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________
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Answer Keys

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D

6 A B C D

7 A B C D

8 A B C D

9 A B C D

10 See below

Explanations

1. A Questions end with a rising voice. B is for statements; C and D are not expression patterns.

2. B Exclamation marks call for an excited, urgent tone. A is for relaxed reading; C and D
mismatch the punctuation.

3. B The character is tired, so the tone is soft and slow. The others don't match the feeling.

4. A Commas signal a short pause. The others are not how readers handle commas.

5. A Too fast = unclear. The others are not true.

6. A Too slow can lose the meaning across a sentence. The others miss the point.

7. C “!” signals strong feeling. Commas pause, periods stop, quotation marks show speech.

8. B Smooth, conversational pace. The others are too fast, too slow, or not about you.

9. B Match the character's tone. The others don't fit “whispering.”

10. Answer: Example: I would read “Look out!” in an EXCITED voice because of the
exclamation mark.
Any sentence + clear matching tone.
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Want Even More Practice? Check Out Our Other Michigan M-STEP ELA
Test Books!

Michigan M-STEP Grade 3 ELA
Preparation Bundle

26 full-length practice tests across four books (5 + 6 + 7
+ 8)

No repeated questions — maximum practice value!

▼   DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY  
▼

SCAN ME

Point your phone camera at the code  ·  instant access to all four books

26 Tests!
4 Books

One Bundle

Important: All our test books contain unique, completely different tests from each other! Each book offers
fresh practice questions — no repeats!

5 Practice Tests

✓   5 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Perfect foundation for
M-STEP ELA prep

✓   Builds confidence
and test-taking skills

✓   High-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Start your practice
journey!

6 Practice Tests

✓   6 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Unique tests —
different from the 5 tests
book

✓   Perfect for more
practice after mastering 5
tests

✓   Same high-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Take your practice to
the next level!

7 Practice Tests

✓   7 complete practice
tests for deeper
preparation

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5 and 6
tests books

✓   Builds stamina with
full-length practice

✓   Aligned to Grade 3
M-STEP ELA standards

Maximum preparation
power!

8 Practice Tests

✓   8 complete practice
tests — our largest book

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5, 6 and 7
books

✓   Great for final review
before test day

✓   Builds true test
stamina and confidence

Be fully prepared!

Get the bundle at EffortlessMath.com   —   scan the QR code above to open the product page.
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