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Adding and Subtracting Lengths
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o Example:

We can add lengths to find a total, and subtract lengths to find what is left or how much longer. If you put two pieces of
string end to end, you add their lengths. If you cut off part of a ribbon, you subtract to find what is left. Word clues help: in
all, altogether, and total mean add; left, cut off, and how much longer mean subtract. Always keep the unit in your answer.

A ribbon is 25 cm. You cut off 9 cm. How long is it now?
= The words “cut off” tell us to subtract. We start with the whole ribbon, which is 25 cm. Then we take away the 9 cm that
was cut off: 25 — 9 = 16. The ribbon that is left is 16 cm long.

Answer: 16 cm

PRACTICE

Add or subtract the lengths. Keep the unit in your answer.
1. A ribbon is 25 cm. You cut off 9 cm. How long is it
now?
2. One string is 14 in and another is 13 in. What is the
total length?

11. A board is 18 in long. You join a 24 in board. What is
the total?

12. A trail is 60 ft. You walk 45 ft. How much trail is left?

3. Arope is 30 ft. You use 12 ft. How much rope is left?

4. Two ribbons are 16 cm and 8 cm. What is the total
length?

13. Three sticks are 5 cm, 7 cm, and 4 cm. What is the
total length?

14. Aribbon is 33 in. You cut off 14 in. How long is it now?

5. A wire is 40 cm. You cut off 15 cm. How much is left?

6. A tape piece is 22 in and another is 19 in. What is the
total? -
7. A hose is 50 ft. You add a 20 ft hose. How long is it
now? -
8. A pencil is 17 cm. It breaks and loses 6 cm. How long
is it now? -
9. Two paths are 35 ft and 25 ft. What is the total length?

10. A string is 48 cm. You cut off 23 cm. How much is
left?

¢ Word Problems

15. Two ropes are 26 ft and 26 ft. What is the total length?

16. A wire is 55 cm. You use 30 cm. How much wire is
left?

17. One straw is 9 cm and another is 13 cm. What is the
total length?

18. A fence is 70 ft. A storm knocks down 25 ft.
much is still standing? -
19. Three ribbons are 10 in, 10 in, and 8 in. What is the
total length? L
20. A string is 45 cm. You add a 35 cm piece. How long
is it now?

How

21. Dana has a string that is 28 centimeters long. She ties on another string that is 19 centimeters long. How long is the string

now?

22. A roll of tape is 60 inches long. Ben uses 25 inches to wrap a gift. How much tape is left on the roll?

23. Maria builds a track with two pieces. One piece is 34 feet long and the other is 22 feet long. How long is the whole track?

24. A ribbon is 50 centimeters long. Kim cuts off 18 centimeters for a bow. How long is the ribbon now?
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1. 13.

2, 14.

3. 15.

4. 16.

5. (25cm ] 17.

6. n 18.

7. 19.

8. 20.

9. 21.
10. 22,

11. 23.

12 24,

Step-by-Step Explanations

1. “Cut off” means subtract: 25 — 9 = 16 cm. 13. Add all three sticks: 5 + 7 + 4 = 16 cm.

2. Add the two strings: 14 + 13 = 27 inches. 14. “Cut off” means subtract: 33 — 14 = 19 inches.

3. Subtract what is used: 30 — 12 = 18 feet. 15. Add the two ropes: 26 + 26 = 52 feet.

4. Add the two ribbons: 16 + 8 = 24 cm. 16. Subtract what is used: 55 — 30 = 25 cm.

5. “Cut off” means subtract: 40 — 15 = 25 cm. 17. Add the two straws: 9 + 13 = 22 cm.

6. Add the two pieces: 22 + 19 = 41 inches. 18. Subtract the part knocked down: 70 — 25 = 45 feet.

7. Add the hoses end to end: 50 + 20 = 70 feet. 19. Add all three ribbons: 10 + 10 4+ 8 = 28 inches.

8. Losing a piece means subtract: 17 — 6 = 11 cm. 20. Add the two pieces: 45 + 35 = 80 cm.

9. Add the two paths: 35 4 25 = 60 feet. 21. Tying strings together means we add their lengths: 28 + 19 = 47 centime-
10. “Cut off” means subtract: 48 — 23 = 25 cm. ters.

11. Add the two boards: 18 + 24 = 42 inches. 22. Using tape means we subtract: 60 — 25 = 35 inches are left.
12. Subtract what is walked: 60 — 45 = 15 feet. 23. Join the two track pieces by adding: 34 + 22 = 56 feet.

24. Cutting off a piece means we subtract: 50 — 18 = 32 centimeters are left.

(] g% [m]

=" EffortlessMath.com @

o}

Scan Me



https://EffortlessMath.com
https://EffortlessMath.com
https://www.effortlessmath.com/grade2/

Are You Ready for Grade 3 Math?
Get a Head Start with the Maryland MCAP Grade 3 Math Bundle

Maryland MCAP Grade 3 Math Bundie
M@E}y[\@@@ Full practice tests, complete answer keys, and
step-by-step explanations
Everything a second grader needs to walk into

Grade

Grade 3 with confidence! Tests
Maryland Maryland
Mcap Scan to open the bundle: + Answer Keys
One Bundle
Grot]
:Studen
\ J

Important: This bundle combines full practice and clear explanations in one easy-to-print package —
built to help a second grader step into Grade 3 math with confidence. Made for parents, teachers, and
tutors who want everything in one place.

Full Practice Tests
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v Complete MCAP-style Grade 3 Step-by-Step Answer Keys
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v Targets one Grade 3 math skill
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difficulty Just an answer v Place value, multiplication, frac-
v Builds test-taking confidence v Friendly, kid-ready explanations tions, geometry
early v Catches and explains common v Quick Review plus practice and
v Aligned with state Grade 3 math mistakes word problems
standards v/ Parents can help even without a v Built-in answer key for easy self-
math background checking

Start with a full-length practice .
test! Learn from every mistake! Master one skill at a time!
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