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The Structure of a Story
Name: ______________________ Date: ______________ Score: _____ / 10

Quick Review

Stories have a beginning, a middle, and an end. The beginning tells who and where. The
middle tells the problem. The end tells how the problem is fixed.

PART 1 — READ

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The New Puppy

Mia had wanted a puppy for a long time. One morning, her dad brought home a small brown puppy.
Mia named him Buddy. She was so happy that she hugged him close.

But that night, Buddy would not stop crying. He missed his mother. Mia did not know what to do.
Buddy cried and cried, and no one could sleep.

Then Mia had an idea. She put a soft blanket and a ticking clock in Buddy's bed. The clock sounded
like a heartbeat. Buddy felt safe and warm. Soon he fell fast asleep, and so did Mia.

PART 2 — PRACTICE

Read the story. Then answer the questions about the parts of the story.

1.   What happens at the BEGINNING of the story?

A.  Buddy will not stop crying.

B.  Mia's dad brings home a puppy.

C.  Mia puts a clock in the bed.

D.  Buddy falls asleep.

2.   Who are the main characters in the story?

A.  Mia and Buddy

B.  the teacher and the class

C.  two cats

D.  a farmer and a cow
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3.   What is the problem in the MIDDLE of the story?

A.  Mia loses Buddy.

B.  Buddy will not stop crying at night.

C.  Buddy runs away.

D.  Mia cannot find a name.

4.   Why does Buddy cry at night?

A.  He is hungry.

B.  He misses his mother.

C.  He wants to play.

D.  He is too hot.

5.   How does Mia solve the problem?

A.  She gives Buddy away.

B.  She puts a soft blanket and a ticking clock in his bed.

C.  She stays awake all night.

D.  She moves Buddy outside.

6.   What happens at the END of the story?

A.  Buddy keeps crying.

B.  Mia names the puppy.

C.  Buddy feels safe and falls asleep.

D.  Dad brings home a puppy.

7.   Why did the ticking clock help Buddy?

A.  It was very loud.

B.  It sounded like a heartbeat and made him feel safe.

C.  It woke him up.

D.  It was a fun toy.

8.   The story ends with Buddy still crying all night.

T  /  F

9.   Tell what happens in the MIDDLE of the story in one sentence.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________

10.   Why is it important for a story to have an ending?

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________
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Answer Keys

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D

6 A B C D

7 A B C D

8 T F

9 See below

10 See below

Explanations

1. B The beginning tells how Mia gets her new puppy.

2. A The story is about Mia and her puppy, Buddy.

3. B The middle tells that Buddy cries and no one can sleep.

4. B Paragraph 2 says Buddy missed his mother.

5. B Mia's idea was the soft blanket and the ticking clock.

6. C The end tells how the problem is fixed and Buddy sleeps.

7. B The clock sounded like a heartbeat, so Buddy felt safe.

8. F The story ends with Buddy feeling safe and falling asleep.

9. Answer: Buddy cries at night because he misses his mother, and no one can sleep.
The answer should name the problem in the story.

10. Answer: Example: The ending tells how the problem gets fixed and finishes the story.
Accept any answer that shows the ending wraps up the story.
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Are You Ready for Grade 3 English?

Your child has worked hard all year in Grade 2 — now get a head start on next year! The Michigan M-STEP Grade 3
ELA bundle below builds the reading and writing skills students need to start Grade 3 with confidence.

Michigan M-STEP Grade 3 ELA
Preparation Bundle

26 full-length practice tests across four books (5 + 6 + 7
+ 8)

No repeated questions — maximum practice value!

▼   DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY  
▼

SCAN ME

Point your phone camera at the code  ·  instant access to all four books

26 Tests!
4 Books

One Bundle

Important: All our test books contain unique, completely different tests from each other! Each book offers
fresh practice questions — no repeats!

5 Practice Tests

✓   5 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Perfect foundation for
M-STEP ELA prep

✓   Builds confidence
and test-taking skills

✓   High-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Start your practice
journey!

6 Practice Tests

✓   6 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Unique tests —
different from the 5 tests
book

✓   Perfect for more
practice after mastering 5
tests

✓   Same high-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Take your practice to
the next level!

7 Practice Tests

✓   7 complete practice
tests for deeper
preparation

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5 and 6
tests books

✓   Builds stamina with
full-length practice

✓   Aligned to Grade 3
M-STEP ELA standards

Maximum preparation
power!

8 Practice Tests

✓   8 complete practice
tests — our largest book

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5, 6 and 7
books

✓   Great for final review
before test day

✓   Builds true test
stamina and confidence

Be fully prepared!

Get the bundle at EffortlessMath.com   —   scan the QR code above to open the product page.
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