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Informative and Explanatory Writing
Name: ______________________ Date: ______________ Score: _____ / 10

Quick Review

An informative piece teaches the reader. It has (1) a topic sentence that names the topic, (2)
facts and details, (3) words that define hard ideas, and (4) a closing sentence.

PRACTICE

Choose or write the best answer for each question.

1.   Which sentence is the BEST topic sentence for a piece about bees?

A.  I think bees are scary.

B.  Bees are insects that help flowers and people.

C.  Bees should not live near my house.

D.  Bees are my favorite bug.

2.   Which sentence is a FACT that fits a piece about rain?

A.  Rain is the best kind of weather.

B.  Rain is water that falls from clouds.

C.  I do not like rainy days.

D.  Rain is boring to watch.

3.   Which sentence DEFINES a word for the reader?

A.  A puppy is a young dog.

B.  Puppies are cute.

C.  I have a puppy.

D.  Puppies run fast.

4.   Which is a GOOD source for facts in an informative piece?

A.  a fairy tale book

B.  a science book about animals

C.  a joke book

D.  a make-believe story

5.   Which sentence does NOT belong in a piece about how a seed grows?

A.  A seed needs water to grow.

B.  A seed grows roots first.

C.  I planted a seed at my grandma's house.

D.  A small green plant pushes up from the soil.
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6.   Which is the BEST closing sentence for a piece about the sun?

A.  The sun is cool.

B.  The sun is a star that gives Earth light and heat.

C.  I think the sun looks like a ball.

D.  The sun is one thing.

7.   What is the JOB of an informative piece?

A.  to make readers laugh

B.  to tell a make-believe story

C.  to teach the reader facts about a topic

D.  to get readers to agree with you

8.   A sentence that names the topic and tells what the piece is about is called a ____ sentence.

    Answer: __________________________________________

9.   Pick a topic you know about. Write a TOPIC SENTENCE for an informative piece.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________

10.   Write a short PLAN for an informative piece. Include the topic, two facts, and a closing idea.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________
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Answer Keys

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D

6 A B C D

7 A B C D

8 topic

9 See below

10 See below

Explanations

1. B A topic sentence names the topic with a fact, not an opinion.

2. B It tells a true fact about rain that can be checked.

3. A It tells the reader what the word puppy means.

4. B A science book gives real facts you can use.

5. C It is a personal story, not a fact about how seeds grow.

6. B A closing sums up the topic with a strong fact.

7. C An informative piece teaches facts about a topic.

8. topic The topic sentence names the topic of the piece.

9. Answer: Example: A frog is an animal that lives both in water and on land.
Accept any clear topic sentence about a real subject.

10. Answer: Example: Topic: cows. Fact 1: cows eat grass. Fact 2: cows give us milk. Closing:
cows are helpful farm animals.
Accept any plan with a topic, two facts, and a closing idea.
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Are You Ready for Grade 3 English?

Your child has worked hard all year in Grade 2 — now get a head start on next year! The West Virginia WVGSA Grade
3 ELA bundle below builds the reading and writing skills students need to start Grade 3 with confidence.

West Virginia WVGSA Grade 3 ELA
Preparation Bundle

26 full-length practice tests across four books (5 + 6 + 7
+ 8)

No repeated questions — maximum practice value!

▼   DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY  
▼

SCAN ME

Point your phone camera at the code  ·  instant access to all four books

26 Tests!
4 Books

One Bundle

Important: All our test books contain unique, completely different tests from each other! Each book offers
fresh practice questions — no repeats!

5 Practice Tests

✓   5 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Perfect foundation for
WVGSA ELA prep

✓   Builds confidence
and test-taking skills

✓   High-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Start your practice
journey!

6 Practice Tests

✓   6 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Unique tests —
different from the 5 tests
book

✓   Perfect for more
practice after mastering 5
tests

✓   Same high-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Take your practice to
the next level!

7 Practice Tests

✓   7 complete practice
tests for deeper
preparation

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5 and 6
tests books

✓   Builds stamina with
full-length practice

✓   Aligned to Grade 3
WVGSA ELA standards

Maximum preparation
power!

8 Practice Tests

✓   8 complete practice
tests — our largest book

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5, 6 and 7
books

✓   Great for final review
before test day

✓   Builds true test
stamina and confidence

Be fully prepared!

Get the bundle at EffortlessMath.com   —   scan the QR code above to open the product page.
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