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Formal and Informal English
Name: ______________________ Date: ______________ Score: _____ / 10

Quick Review

FORMAL English is the polite way we talk to teachers, principals, or people we do not know
well. INFORMAL English is the relaxed way we talk to friends and family. We say Hello. to a
teacher and Hi, ya! to a friend.

PRACTICE

Decide if each sentence is formal or informal, and pick the best one.

1.   Which greeting is FORMAL?

A.  Hi, ya!

B.  Hello, Mr. Lee.

C.  Yo!

D.  Hey there!

2.   Which sentence is INFORMAL?

A.  May I please have some water?

B.  Could you help me, please?

C.  Gimme some juice!

D.  Thank you for your time.

3.   You meet your school principal in the hallway. What should you say?

A.  What's up?

B.  Good morning, Principal Diaz.

C.  Hey, dude.

D.  Yo!

4.   Which sentence would you use with a CLOSE FRIEND at recess?

A.  I would be delighted to play.

B.  Wanna play tag?

C.  Might I join your game?

D.  It is a pleasure to see you.

5.   It is okay to say Hi, ya! to your best friend.
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6.   Which is the FORMAL way to say I gotta go now?

A.  I gotta bounce.

B.  I need to leave now.

C.  Later!

D.  I'm outta here.

7.   Write the FORMAL word for the informal word kid: ________

    Answer: __________________________________________

8.   When should you use FORMAL English?

A.  telling a joke to your brother

B.  writing a thank-you note to your teacher

C.  playing a game with friends

D.  talking with your dog

9.   Which sentence shows GOOD manners and FORMAL English?

A.  Give me that book.

B.  Hand it over.

C.  May I please borrow that book?

D.  I want the book now.

10.   A new teacher walks into your class. Write one FORMAL sentence to greet her.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________
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Answer Keys

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 T F

6 A B C D

7 child

8 A B C D

9 A B C D

10 See below

Explanations

1. B Formal English uses a polite greeting and a name. The others are casual.

2. C Informal English is short and relaxed, the way we talk with friends.

3. B You use formal English with a principal. The others are too casual.

4. B Informal English fits friends. The others are too formal for the playground.

5. T Informal English is fine with friends and family.

6. B Formal English uses full words and a clear, polite tone.

7. child Formal English uses child in place of the casual word kid.

8. B We use formal English with teachers and people we want to show respect.

9. C Formal English uses please and asks instead of demanding.

10. Answer: Example: Good morning. It is nice to meet you.
Accept any polite greeting that uses full words and a kind tone.
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Are You Ready for Grade 3 English?

Your child has worked hard all year in Grade 2 — now get a head start on next year! The Massachusetts MCAS Grade
3 ELA bundle below builds the reading and writing skills students need to start Grade 3 with confidence.

Massachusetts MCAS Grade 3 ELA
Preparation Bundle

26 full-length practice tests across four books (5 + 6 + 7
+ 8)

No repeated questions — maximum practice value!

▼   DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY  
▼

SCAN ME

Point your phone camera at the code  ·  instant access to all four books

26 Tests!
4 Books

One Bundle

Important: All our test books contain unique, completely different tests from each other! Each book offers
fresh practice questions — no repeats!

5 Practice Tests

✓   5 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Perfect foundation for
MCAS ELA prep

✓   Builds confidence
and test-taking skills

✓   High-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Start your practice
journey!

6 Practice Tests

✓   6 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Unique tests —
different from the 5 tests
book

✓   Perfect for more
practice after mastering 5
tests

✓   Same high-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Take your practice to
the next level!

7 Practice Tests

✓   7 complete practice
tests for deeper
preparation

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5 and 6
tests books

✓   Builds stamina with
full-length practice

✓   Aligned to Grade 3
MCAS ELA standards

Maximum preparation
power!

8 Practice Tests

✓   8 complete practice
tests — our largest book

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5, 6 and 7
books

✓   Great for final review
before test day

✓   Builds true test
stamina and confidence

Be fully prepared!

Get the bundle at EffortlessMath.com   —   scan the QR code above to open the product page.
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