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Comparing Two Versions of the Same Story
Name: ______________________ Date: ______________ Score: _____ / 10

Quick Review

The same story can be told in different ways. When you compare two versions, look for what
is the same and what is different.

PART 1 — READ

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Two Tellings of The Tortoise and the Hare

Version 1: A fast hare laughed at a slow tortoise. 'You could never beat me in a race,' he said. They
began to race. The hare ran far ahead, then stopped to take a nap. The tortoise kept walking, slow and
steady. The tortoise passed the sleeping hare and won the race.

Version 2: A speedy rabbit teased a turtle by a pond. 'Race me if you dare!' she said. The race began
near an old barn. The rabbit zoomed ahead, then sat down to eat carrots. The turtle moved on, step by
step. The turtle reached the finish line first and won.

Both stories tell about a fast animal and a slow animal in a race. In both, the fast animal stops along the
way, and the slow animal wins. The two stories use different animals and different places, but they teach
the same lesson.

PART 2 — PRACTICE

Read both versions of the story. Then answer the questions that compare them.

1.   What is the same in both versions of the story?

A.  A fast animal races a slow animal.

B.  The race is by a pond.

C.  Both have a hare.

D.  Both happen at night.

2.   Which animals race in Version 1?

A.  a rabbit and a turtle

B.  a hare and a tortoise

C.  a dog and a cat

D.  a fox and a duck
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3.   Which animals race in Version 2?

A.  a hare and a tortoise

B.  a rabbit and a turtle

C.  a bird and a snail

D.  a horse and a sheep

4.   In Version 1, what does the hare do during the race?

A.  He eats carrots.

B.  He stops to take a nap.

C.  He runs the whole way.

D.  He helps the tortoise.

5.   In Version 2, what does the rabbit do during the race?

A.  She takes a nap.

B.  She sits down to eat carrots.

C.  She wins the race.

D.  She walks slowly.

6.   How are the two versions DIFFERENT?

A.  The slow animal wins in only one.

B.  They use different animals and places.

C.  One has no race.

D.  One has no winner.

7.   Who wins the race in BOTH versions?

A.  the fast animal

B.  the slow animal

C.  no one

D.  both animals

8.   Both versions teach the same lesson.

T  /  F

9.   Write one way the two versions are different.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________

10.   What lesson do both versions of the story teach?

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________
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Answer Keys

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D

6 A B C D

7 A B C D

8 T F

9 See below

10 See below

Explanations

1. A Both stories tell about a fast animal racing a slow animal.

2. B Version 1 has a hare and a tortoise.

3. B Version 2 has a rabbit and a turtle.

4. B In Version 1, the hare stops to take a nap.

5. B In Version 2, the rabbit sits down to eat carrots.

6. B The versions use different animals and different places.

7. B In both stories, the slow animal wins the race.

8. T The last paragraph says both stories teach the same lesson.

9. Answer: Example: One uses a hare and tortoise; the other uses a rabbit and turtle.
Accept any real difference, such as animals or setting.

10. Answer: Example: Slow and steady wins the race; keep going and do not give up.
Accept any answer about being steady and not giving up.
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Are You Ready for Grade 3 English?

Your child has worked hard all year in Grade 2 — now get a head start on next year! The Maryland MCAP Grade 3
ELA bundle below builds the reading and writing skills students need to start Grade 3 with confidence.

Maryland MCAP Grade 3 ELA
Preparation Bundle

26 full-length practice tests across four books (5 + 6 + 7
+ 8)

No repeated questions — maximum practice value!

▼   DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY  
▼

SCAN ME

Point your phone camera at the code  ·  instant access to all four books

26 Tests!
4 Books

One Bundle

Important: All our test books contain unique, completely different tests from each other! Each book offers
fresh practice questions — no repeats!

5 Practice Tests

✓   5 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Perfect foundation for
MCAP ELA prep

✓   Builds confidence
and test-taking skills

✓   High-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Start your practice
journey!

6 Practice Tests

✓   6 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Unique tests —
different from the 5 tests
book

✓   Perfect for more
practice after mastering 5
tests

✓   Same high-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Take your practice to
the next level!

7 Practice Tests

✓   7 complete practice
tests for deeper
preparation

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5 and 6
tests books

✓   Builds stamina with
full-length practice

✓   Aligned to Grade 3
MCAP ELA standards

Maximum preparation
power!

8 Practice Tests

✓   8 complete practice
tests — our largest book

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5, 6 and 7
books

✓   Great for final review
before test day

✓   Builds true test
stamina and confidence

Be fully prepared!

Get the bundle at EffortlessMath.com   —   scan the QR code above to open the product page.
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