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Central Message, Lesson, or Moral
Name: ______________________ Date: ______________ Score: _____ / 10

Quick Review

Many stories teach a lesson. This lesson is called the moral. To find it, think about what the
characters learn by the end of the story.

PART 1 — READ

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Ant and the Lazy Grasshopper

All summer long, the little ant worked hard. She carried bits of food to her home, one piece at a time.
The grasshopper hopped in the grass and played his fiddle. He laughed at the ant. He said, 'Why work?
Come and play with me!'

The ant kept working. She saved food for the cold days. The grasshopper did not save anything. He
sang and played all day in the warm sun.

Soon winter came. Snow covered the ground, and there was no food to find. The cold grasshopper was
hungry. The ant had plenty of food in her warm home. From that day on, the grasshopper learned to plan
ahead.

PART 2 — PRACTICE

Read the fable. Then answer the questions about the lesson it teaches.

1.   What is the BEST lesson of this fable?

A.  It is good to play all day.

B.  Plan ahead and work hard for what you need.

C.  Winter is the best season.

D.  Ants are bigger than grasshoppers.

2.   What did the ant do all summer?

A.  She played the fiddle.

B.  She slept in the grass.

C.  She worked hard and saved food.

D.  She laughed at the grasshopper.
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3.   What did the grasshopper do all summer?

A.  He saved food for winter.

B.  He helped the ant work.

C.  He hopped, played, and did not save food.

D.  He built a warm home.

4.   Why was the grasshopper hungry in winter?

A.  He gave his food away.

B.  He did not save any food.

C.  The ant took his food.

D.  He was sick.

5.   How does the ant show she is wise?

A.  She laughs at the grasshopper.

B.  She plans ahead and saves food.

C.  She plays the fiddle.

D.  She sleeps all winter.

6.   What did the grasshopper learn at the end?

A.  to play music better

B.  to plan ahead

C.  to run faster

D.  to make friends

7.   Which character learns the lesson in this fable?

A.  the ant

B.  the grasshopper

C.  the snow

D.  no one

8.   The grasshopper saved food for the cold days.

T  /  F

9.   In your own words, write the lesson this fable teaches.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________

10.   Tell about a time you got ready for something ahead of time.

    _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________
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Answer Keys

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D

6 A B C D

7 A B C D

8 T F

9 See below

10 See below

Explanations

1. B The ant worked and saved, so she had food in winter.

2. C Paragraph 1 says the ant worked hard and carried food home.

3. C The grasshopper played and sang but did not save anything.

4. B He did not save food, so he had nothing to eat when winter came.

5. B Planning ahead and saving food shows the ant is wise.

6. B The last sentence says the grasshopper learned to plan ahead.

7. B The grasshopper learns the lesson after winter comes.

8. F The grasshopper did not save any food for winter.

9. Answer: Example: Work hard and plan ahead so you are ready for hard times.
Accept any answer about preparing and working ahead of time.

10. Answer: Example: I packed my bag the night before a trip.
Accept any honest example of planning ahead.
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Are You Ready for Grade 3 English?

Your child has worked hard all year in Grade 2 — now get a head start on next year! The Pennsylvania PSSA Grade 3
ELA bundle below builds the reading and writing skills students need to start Grade 3 with confidence.

Pennsylvania PSSA Grade 3 ELA
Preparation Bundle

26 full-length practice tests across four books (5 + 6 + 7
+ 8)

No repeated questions — maximum practice value!

▼   DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY  
▼

SCAN ME

Point your phone camera at the code  ·  instant access to all four books

26 Tests!
4 Books

One Bundle

Important: All our test books contain unique, completely different tests from each other! Each book offers
fresh practice questions — no repeats!

5 Practice Tests

✓   5 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Perfect foundation for
PSSA ELA prep

✓   Builds confidence
and test-taking skills

✓   High-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Start your practice
journey!

6 Practice Tests

✓   6 complete practice
tests with detailed
explanations

✓   Unique tests —
different from the 5 tests
book

✓   Perfect for more
practice after mastering 5
tests

✓   Same high-quality
questions aligned with
standards

Take your practice to
the next level!

7 Practice Tests

✓   7 complete practice
tests for deeper
preparation

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5 and 6
tests books

✓   Builds stamina with
full-length practice

✓   Aligned to Grade 3
PSSA ELA standards

Maximum preparation
power!

8 Practice Tests

✓   8 complete practice
tests — our largest book

✓   Unique tests —
different from 5, 6 and 7
books

✓   Great for final review
before test day

✓   Builds true test
stamina and confidence

Be fully prepared!

Get the bundle at EffortlessMath.com   —   scan the QR code above to open the product page.
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